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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 
Region 9 

DATE: July 17, 1978 

REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 

SUBJECT: 
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Peter Max Pictorial Unveiling - Calexico Border Station, CA 

ASI 

The enclosed photos are representative of the ceremony at the 
Calexico, CA Border Station unveiling the Peter Max Pictorial. 

The participants pictured are: 

1. GSA Assistant Buildings Manager 

2. U.S. Customs Assistant District Director 

3. U.S. I&NS Officer-in-Charge 

4. U.S. Department of Agriculture Officer-in-Charge 

If you should have any questions, please call me at FTS 895-6640. 
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Keep Freedom in 1'ou, Futu,e With U.S. Savings Bonds 
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WHY OR EVENT: 
Peter fax Border Signs 

PLACE: Region 9 (Calexico Border Station, CA) 

PARTICIPANTSGS GSA Assistant Buildings 1anager, U.S, Customs Assistant District Director, 
U.S. I & NS Officer-in-Charge, U.S. Department of Agrioulture Officer
in-Charge 

WHAT ARE THEY DOING: Unveiling of Peter Max Pictorial 

DATE: 1978 



o the United States 



WHY OR EVENT: Peter Max Border Signs 

PLACE: Region 9 ( Calexico Border Station, CA) 

PARTICIPANTS: GSA Assistant Buildings 1anager, U.S. Customs Assistant District Director, 
U.S~ I & NS Officer-in Charge, U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Officer-in-Charge 

WHAT ARE THEY DOING: Unveiling of Peter Max Pictorial 

DATE: 1978 





Calex ico Border Station 

Calex ico, CA 



DATE: 

REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 

SUBJECT: 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 
Region 9 

July 10, 1978 
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Peter Max Pictorial 
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ASI 

The enclosed photos depict the unveiling of the Peter Max Pictorial 
at the San Diego, CA Border Station. The newspaper photo and 
article, also enclosed, are self-explanatory. An additional set of 
photos depicting the unveiling at the Calexico, CA Border Station 
will be sent to you as soon as they have been developed. 

The legend for the photos follows: 

1. The pictorial before unveiling. 

2. The general locational setting. 

3. Tourist taking picture. 

4. Group shortly after unveiling. Includes tourists and local 
Federal officials. 

5. Local Federal officials who participated in unveiling. Left 
to right: Assistant Customs Port Director, Customs Port Director, 
Assistant GSA Buildings Manager, Agriculture Department Acting Officer
in-Charge, GSA Buildings Manager, and Immigration and Naturalization 
Service/. fficer-in-Charge. 
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7/15/2019 GSA.gov Mail - Re: Property transfer to CBP

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=2ef04bc6d7&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1504141209108036387%7Cmsg-f%3A15041412091080… 1/2

Jennifer Gibson - PCAC <jennifer.gibson@gsa.gov>

Re: Property transfer to CBP
1 message

Katherine Rhodes - H1B <katherine.rhodes@gsa.gov> Tue, Jun 16, 2015 at 9:20 AM
To: Mary Margaret Carr - PCAC <mary.carr@gsa.gov>
Cc: Rickey Parker - WQSCA <rick.parker@gsa.gov>, Jennifer Gibson - PCAC <jennifer.gibson@gsa.gov>

Hi Mary Margaret!

I am happy to assist you with declaring the signs as excess.  For me to complete the paperwork I will need:

1. a concise description of each item
2. an estimate of the original acquisition cost
3. location of the property 
4. point of contact for the property

Cheers,
Katherine

Katherine A. Rhodes 
Agency Personal Property Policy 
U.S. General Services Administration
1800 F ST NW
Washington, DC  20405
direct  202-501-0009

On Mon, Jun 15, 2015 at 12:52 PM, Rickey Parker - WQSCA <rick.parker@gsa.gov> wrote:
Good morning Mary, GSA needs to declare the signs excess and complete an internal screening within GSA first
before directly transferring the signs to CBP. After internal screening, the accountable officer at CBP must complete and
sign the SF 122. 

For GSA internal screening procedures, please contact Katherine Rhodes at 202-501-000; I've copied her on the email.

On Mon, Jun 15, 2015 at 10:32 AM, Mary Margaret Carr - PCAC <mary.carr@gsa.gov> wrote:
Good morning - - 

Kathy Erickson gave me your name as a helpful source for property disposal.

Customs and Border Patrol has asked that we transfer ownership of some border signs from the 1970s. You can
read about the signs here:

http://www.cbp.gov/about/history/did-you-know/peter-max

We have no problem transferring the 2 signs they have asked about - - we have at least one example of each in our
custody. Do I simply need to complete an SF122 form? Do you know who needs to approve a transfer?

Any insight you could offer would be most appreciated - - thank you!

Mary Margaret

-- 
Mary Margaret Carr
Art in Architecture Fine Arts Program
U.S.General Services Administration
1800 F Street, NW

mailto:rick.parker@gsa.gov
tel:202-501-0009
mailto:mary.carr@gsa.gov
http://www.cbp.gov/about/history/did-you-know/peter-max
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Washington, DC 20405
202-501-1554

-- 
Rickey D. Parker
Chief, Utilization and Donation Program, CPPM
GSA, Federal Acquisition Service 
Office of Personal Property Management (WQSCB)
Office Phone: 202-619-8975
Cell Phone: 202-669-1436
Fax Number: 202-619-8999
rick.parker@gsa.gov

tel:202-501-1554
mailto:rick.parker@gsa.gov
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Spectrum of America featuring colorful cloud-like silhouettes is one of seven designs Max created for GSA's border mural project. San Ysidro, Calif., port of entry, approx.

1980.
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The artist Peter Max displaying his signature style of cosmic characters in New York City, 1970. Copyright Bettmann/CORBIS
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Did You Know... 'Psychedelic' Signage Welcomed Visitors at U.S.
Border Crossings?
The year was 1976 and the U.S. was turning 200. Bicentennial celebrations and observations were taking place around the country. American pop artist Peter

Max had just fulfilled a government-commissioned bicentennial project-the creation of seven paintings to be reproduced as 200 new bilingual border

welcome signs for the U.S. General Services Administration.

The commission called for the signs to stand for 20 years. Estimates projected that 5.5 billion people would pass by and see the signs. Yet it would be several

years before Max's designs would be seen by anyone entering the U.S. The project had been sidelined, and Peter Max's welcome signs had become

unwelcome.

Internal wrangling over Max's artistic style kept the new signage veiled in GSA's offices, halls and warehouses for nearly three years. Images of winged

creatures, abstract flowers and starry skies seen in Max's prints were rumored to be "too psychedelic" by officials within GSA and the U.S. Customs Service,

under whose jurisdiction the signage was to be placed. Vernon Darrell Acree, then commissioner of Customs, considered the signs "inappropriate," believing

they "presented a poor first impression to people coming to the United States" and contrary to the agency's platform on drug control.

Bemused by the reaction to his designs, Max called the criticism "not-valid."

"These are done in my style, which is

different, but they're certainly not

psychedelic," said Max. By Max's account the

purpose of the art was to "represent my view

of the futuristic and contemporary feelings of

America today, and to greet foreigners or

returning Americans with these visions."

Max said the illustrations "were designed

especially to welcome people in outdoor

spaces and give them an immediate glimpse

of this fantastic America we're in. I don't think

they will be as appropriate indoors."

With time came change. In 1977 the U.S. saw

a shi� in administration and an advocate for Peter Max's work-President Jimmy Carter. With the President's backing, GSA's new administrator, Jay Solomon,

sought to revive the bicentennial signage project. Solomon initiated a pilot project in an effort to gain the support of both Customs and the Immigration and

Naturalization Service.

On Sept. 29, 1977, two of Max's designs

bearing the message "Welcome to the

United States" in French and English, were

erected at Alexandria Bay, N.Y., and

Highgate Springs, Vt. Signs were

concurrently placed on easels and

displayed at Customs headquarters in

Washington, D.C. The artwork was well

 (/)
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Border Protection
(/)
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Peter Max's One Nation, seen on the right, once featured at the Whitetail, Mont., port of entry. Courtesy U.S. DOT Volpe Center.
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received in each location according to an

informal GSA survey. At the border, the GSA

official monitoring the public reaction to

Max's signs recalled crossers jumping out of their cars to take pictures.

On July 4, 1978, President Carter held a dedication ceremony at the White House for America's new welcome signs. In attendance were representatives from

the two countries the bilingual signs would face-Canadian Ambassador Peter Towe and Mexican Ambassador Hugo Margain. Simultaneous celebrations were

held at the U.S. embassies in Ottawa, Mexico City and the approximately 160 ports of entry where Max's signs were placed.

Peter Max's artistic presence at the border, however, was short-lived. A 1984 survey of the signs by the Customs Service found them to be in "deplorable

conditions." They were faded, most were destroyed by weather, snow plows and vehicles, and some were riddled with bullet holes or missing altogether. Over

time, the Max welcome markers were replaced with more conventional signage.

Peter Max (b. Peter Max Finkelstein, 1937) is a German-born Jewish American pop artist, illustrator, and muralist. Max, born in Berlin, was raised in Shanghai,

Tibet, South Africa, France, and Israel before emigrating to Brooklyn, N.Y., in 1953. Max came to prominence in the mid 1960's by pioneering the use of

photographic images and kaleidoscopic patterns in collages. Since America's bicentennial in 1976 Max has created a painting of the Statue of Liberty annually.

Max has also painted for six U.S. presidents, designed the first environmental U.S. postage stamp, and served as an artist for the World Cup USA, Super Bowl,

Olympics, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, Woodstock 1994 and 1997, among many other projects. His work can be seen in collections across America, including

presidential libraries, U.S. embassies, and major museums.

Do you have a photo of Peter Max's welcome signs? Or remember their placement along our borders and want to tell us your story?

Contact the CBP History Program at CBPhistory@dhs.gov (mailto:CBPhistory@dhs.gov).

Share This Page. 

https://www.cbp.gov/tags/did-you-know
https://www.cbp.gov/tags/about-cbp
mailto:CBPhistory@dhs.gov
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Peter Max 
 
In 1976 Peter Max created a series of seven original oil paintings for GSA which were reproduced as 200 
welcome signs distributed to border stations. The original paintings are considered part of GSA’s Fine 
Arts Collection, and we have managed to located four of the original seven. The signs are not considered 
part of the collection; however we are inventorying and retrieving them when necessary, for 
redistribution to interested federal facilities.  
 
The originals are acrylic on canvas and have an original signature, while the signs are on a heavy wood 4’ 
x 6’ panel (mdf or plywood) and have a printed “signature”. 
 
Please see illustrated list below - - the colors may not be accurate. 
 
Scene 1 – The American Cosmic Jumper in the Land of Rainbows and Stars (short title “Cosmic Jumper”) 
 Original in collection 
 

 
 
  



Scene 2 – Flowers in the Wind – American Breeze (short title “Flowers”) 
 Original in collection 
 

 
 
Scene 3 – The Color Spectrum of America – Many Faiths (short title “Spectrum”) 
 Original in collection 
 

 
 
 
  



Scene 4 – Our Flyers in the Stars – America in Space (short title “Stars”) 
 Original MISSING 
 

 
 
Scene 5 – One Nation Under God, This is a Blessed Country (short title “One Nation”) 
 Original MISSING 
 

 
 



Scene 6 – The American Traveler Spreading Good Times (short title “American Traveler”) 
 Original in collection 
 

 
 
 
Scene 7 – Easy Sailing in the Magical Land (short title “Easy Sailing”) 
 Original missing 
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